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Athletics: 

 

This week in athletics we got the news that we thought would 

happen at some point this year, the suspension of athletic 

activity for at least 3 weeks.  On Sunday night the State of 

Michigan set forth a 3 week hiatus for high schools attending in 

class education.  This does not stop the educational process, but 

it does put Cassopolis into the virtual realm of education.  

Cassopolis is more than ready for this.   

As far as athletics are concerned, this has a huge impact on 

some local teams that are still in the state tournaments.  One of 

our closest neighbors, Edwardsburg, still has their football and volleyball teams in the tournament.  

When the mandate was ordered on Sunday, the MHSAA scheduled a meeting and the results were in 

compliance with the mandate.  All extracurricular activities would cease immediately.  This means that 

as of November 16 all sports would have to cease practicing.  On Wednesday, the MHSAA set forth the 

reopening plan, as long as the Covid numbers allow it, to implement sports back into the school systems.  

This would include finishing the football, volleyball, and the swim and diving tournaments.  Practices can 

begin on December 9th and for winter sports all the competitions have been pushed back until January 

4th.  The MHSAA hopes this gives enough time for the Covid numbers to decline and allows the athletes 

back into the schools and begin competition. 

The MHSAA acknowledges that the State of Michigan and Health Department will dictate if any changes 

need to be made concerning further closings of schools and athletic competition.  As this pandemic 

continues when sports are implemented back into schools we all need to be very cautious of the 

protocols that the State of Michigan and the MHSAA have put forth so we can return to play as safely as 

possible.  This includes mask wearing by all athletes and spectators.  This is a situation that is very 

difficult for some to follow but it must be adhered to if we want to return to our normal school 

activities.  This isn’t just an occasional occurrence when the masks should be worn.  This is an “all the 

time” occurrence that needs to be adhered to for everyone’s well-being.  

We look forward to getting back in the gyms on December 9th and preparing for another successful year 

of Ranger Athletics.   

Go Rangers 

#Ranger Strong 
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Adult/ Alternative Education Report  
 

We have our jail program ready to start. Our teachers are ready to support our students 
remotely with a great, reliable system in place ready to roll! We are very excited to launch our 
remote program in the jail setting. 

 
We are focused and committed to revitalize culture/atmosphere here in our program, constant 
attention to students, monitoring progress, offering support, phone calls, emails, individualized 
progress monitor reviewed weekly -or more often if needed-. We have made a conscious effort 
to “strongly suggest” to our students to take advantage of this support system with our certified 
high school teachers and tutor remotely and/or in person. In the upcoming month we will 
continue our communication with students remotely. 
We have all seniors enrolled; on target to graduate. Part of our job is to keep reminding them to 
move along to complete on time.  

 
One of our ongoing challenges is to have our students willingly accept support from teachers. 
We formulated a plan that we will follow; Be specific when approaching students with help; “I 
see you got 20% in standard deviation. Let’s see that unit and re-do”. Be specific and purposeful 
in specific areas to help students. We are adopting The Rule of salesmen; “Don’t take NO for an 
answer”. Help will definitely be delivered to those who need it! 
Our GED center is also ready awaiting approval from Pearson Vue to open doors as soon as we 
come back to in person instruction. 

 
We hope to see our students and community in general take advantage of GED testing in our 
facility. 

 

 
 
“NEVER GIVE UP ON A DREAM JUST BECAUSE OF THE TIME IT WILL TAKE TO ACCOMPLISH IT. THE TIME WILL PASS 
ANYWAY.” –EARL NIGHTINGALE 
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Special Education Update 
 

  We have been delivering workshops (virtually) for Pre-Transition Services. The topic this year 
is in the area of job exploration.   The sessions  began on November 9 and have just wrapped 
up on November 19.   This is a program we do in cooperation with outside agencies (Michigan 
Rehabilitation Services and Disability Network).  It has been a  great opportunity for students to 
explore and plan their actions after high school.   
 

Our Intermediate School District is developing a Parent Advisory Committee.  Several of our 
parents were contacted to serve on this.  Our first meeting was on November 17 and we were 
represented by Brenden McCullen.  We appreciate it!  Here is a PAC fact sheet: 
 

PAC Fact Sheet 
 

During these trying times,  I like to identify the bright spots.  For one, holding IEP meetings, 
staffings, instructional sessions virtually is not only safer but,  additionally has proven 
convenient and effective for families and staff. Second, teachers and families are forming even 
stronger bonds as those choosing a distance learning plan are truly and to a high level 
collaborating with our staff to best serve their children at home. Lastly,  the knowledge we are 
gaining technology wise is adding an extra layer of effective delivery of service and 
instruction.  Many of the strategies we have learned will continue post-pandemic.   
 

We are all pleased to announce that in collaboration with the administrative team, we have 
opened our doors for some students during these trying times.  Some of our students with 
disabilities will be able to receive service during our extended time of distance learning.  This 
will prove effective to help them with some of the softer skills such as time management.   
 

Once again, it must be said, our special education staff in this district and county truly wrap 
around students to meet their needs.  Our students are fortunate to have such a dedicated 
team.   

                           

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PAC_FactSheet_633856_7.pdf
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Curriculum/Grants/Assessment 

 

 
NAVIANCE 
This week the Mrs. May, Miss 
Manno, and Mrs. Brawley met with 
Naviance and discussed our communication plan with teachers, staff, and 
parents. The Naviance platform will allow our students to create 
Educational Development Plans (EDP’s), which are mandated by the 
state, and allow us to track student’s progression over the years. We are 

excited to begin with our students after Winter Break. 
 

Scheduling 
Mrs. Foster and Mrs. Brawley will began going through schedules with students for the second 
semester next week. They will begin with the seniors. This will allow us to discuss courses they 
still need and to audit their transcript for graduation. 
 

Wellness Wednesdays 
In collaboration with our Nurse, we began posting Wellness Wednesday information on our 
social media pages. This week’s focus was to RELAX. Keep watching for our next tips! 
The focus is to help students and families learn skills and habits that can promote physical, 
mental, and emotional well-being.  
 

Grants: 
We received an Early Literacy grant to help our K-3 teachers with in-person and virtual 
instruction. We will be purchasing items that coincide with our curriculum that will help teachers 
to implement literacy strategies during virtual instruction as well as in-person instruction. 
 

 
Virtual Learning Tips 

 
Create a space: 
 Create a special, personalized corner of a room 

dedicated to learning, creating, and reading. Use a 
movable box or crate if space is precious. Let your 
kid help prepare the space for school, even if that 
just means putting a decorated pencil box next to 
the device they'll be using. Getting the space ready 
will help them get ready to learn. 
 

Encourage self-regulation. 
 Talk to kids about the connection between bodies and brains and what happens in 

their bodies when they feel frustrated, excited, or sad. This awareness helps kids 
recognize and manage their emotions. If you have other devices in your house, keep 
them out of your kid's workspace if possible. This can also mean shutting down 
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phones, keeping phones in a designated place for the day, and putting away 
remotes if temptation takes over. 

 
 

 

 

Other Upcoming Events: Mark your calendar!  

November 25 -27 No School, Thanksgiving Break  
November 30 School Resumes K-12 Virtually Only 
December 2    Sam Adams Picture Retakes 
December 14  BOE Meeting 6:30 PM 
December 21   Winter Break Begins 
January 4  School Resumes Virtually Only 

 January 11 School Resumes In Person 
 

 

 

 

 

 


